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What are tie-points?

n Tie-points are relationships among sets 
of various USSGL account balances.

n The total of one or more USSGL 
account balances should equal the total 
of one or more comparable USSGL 
account balances.
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Where are tie-points?
n Within the proprietary series of accounts

Example: Imputed Cost = Imputed Financing

n Within the budgetary series of accounts
Example: Budgetary Resources = Status of Budgetary 

Resources

n Between the budgetary and proprietary series 
of accounts
Example: Accounts Payable = Delivered Orders-Obligations, 

Unpaid
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Where are tie-points? (cont’d)

n Between the proprietary series of USSGL 
accounts and the Treasury Central Accounts
Example: Appropriations Received = Amounts Appropriated on 

the Account Statement

n Between the budgetary series of USSGL 
accounts and the Treasury Central Accounts
Example: Appropriation Transfers = Amounts Transferred in 

GWA NET and noted on the Account Statement
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Why develop the Tie-Point 
Project?
n Many agencies have created tie-points for their 

internal systems.

n Other agencies would benefit from tie-points.

n A compilation of agencies’ tie-points that has been 
validated and made available on the USSGL Web site 
would facilitate early correction of reporting errors. 
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What are the benefits of tie-
points?

n Allow agencies to validate trial balance data 
before they report.

n Promote an understanding of the USSGL.

n Provide a measure for the integrity of agency 
data at the agency and Governmentwide 
levels.
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What we asked of the 
agencies?

Feedback!
n Contact the USSGL staff with questions.

n Test tie-points with each main TAFS.

n Document reasons for variances.
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What we asked of the 
agencies? (cont’d)

n Provide information about possible valid 
exceptions.

n Return test results to the USSGL staff.

n Provide additional tie-points.



9

Responses to the Project

n How many Agencies participated in the 
project and sent their results back to 
FMS?
A. 20
B. 36
C. 40
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Responses to the Project

n How many Agencies participated in the 
project and sent their results back to 
FMS?
A. 20
B. 36                                
C. 40
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Responses to the Project

n How many TAS/TAFS were received?

A. 1,829
B. 2,251                              
C. 2,127
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Responses to the Project

n How many TAS/TAFS were received?

A. 1,829
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C. 2,127
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Thank You !!!
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The Next Steps:
n A separate Tie-Point workbook will be created for 

each major fund type. 

n Compile lists of fund types for which tie-points should 
always work.

n Note fund types with valid exceptions; describe and 
provide the reasons for the exceptions. 
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The Next Steps (cont’d)

n Provide explanations of exceptions - thus saving time 
during the audit process and reducing the need to 
bring the USSGL staff into agency–auditor disputes.

n Resolve the USSGL issues arising from the project.

n Produce tie-points that can become system edits in 
agencies’ financial systems or central data collection 
systems such as FIRST.
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What is a possible future step?

n Work with Shared Service Providers to validate 
and improve their accounting processes
Better “bang for the buck” to work with entities that provide 

accounting services to multiple agencies.
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Resources

Non-Expenditure TransferNET

Acronyms:

U. S. Standard General LedgerUSSGL

Treasury Financial ManualTFM

Treasury Appropriation Fund SymbolTAFS

Office of Management and BudgetOMB

Government Wide AccountingGWA

Financial Management ServiceFMS

Financial Information and Reporting StandardizationFIRST

USSGL Website:
http://www.fms.treas.gov/USSGL


